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Industrial applicability (IA) 
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Claims 
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Claims 
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Reference 
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Claim 1: 

Document DX disclose, a m ethcd for controlling a 
regeneration valve of an evaporative emission control 
system of an internal combustion engine, „ her ein the 
regeneration valve is controlled by a control signal 

aut y Pi.,, wherein the control signai correspQnds ^ 

partrcular valve position, and wherein the relationship 
between the control signal and the resulting position of 
^regeneration valve is determined using a calibration 

TO this end, in document Dl the valve is actuated by 
different values of the control signal and on the basis of 
the load reduction by ignition retard reguired for 
compensation it is determined whether the valve is open or 
dosed. The control signs! Po, which opens the valve is 
stored for the calibration of the characteristic curve 
according to figure ls or figure lg 
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The subject matter of claim 1 therefore differs from a 
method according to document Dl in that the valve position 
corresponding to different control signal values is 
derived from the load reduction by ignition retard, and 
the individual values of the control signal and the 
resulting valve position are stored as interpolation 
points of a characteristic curve. 

If the interpolation points for several valve positions 
are determined the characteristic curve can be calibrated 
more precisely. This solution is not suggested by document 
Dl since document Dl does not determine the actual valve 
position from the load reduction by ignition retard but 
merely determines whether the valve has opened. The 
remainder of the prior art citations likewise offer 
nothing to suggest the calibration of the entire 
characteristic curve by the determination of a plurality 
of interpolation points . 

Consequently, claim 1 is novel and inventive within the 
j meaning of PCT Article 33(2) and (3). 

| Dependent claims: 

Dependent claims 2-8 are dependent on claim 1 and 
therefore likewise meet the PCT requirements for novelty 
and inventive step. 

Clarity 

The use of the expression "in particular'' in claim 1 
results in lack of clarity within the meaning of PCT 
Article 6. Although anyone working in the field of patents 
knows that such expressions should not be considered to 
Form PCT/IPEA/409 (BoxV) (January 1994) ' ' ~~ 
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have a restrictive effect, the same cannot be said of the 
general public . It should further be noted that the claims 
might be translated and that there is no guarantee that 
the lack of clarity might not result in a mistake in the 
translation. 
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